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MSTMOftAMOBM FOR ? Mr. *411 1 «m H. Ha bassist 

Chairman, Sects city fieri#* Committee 

StfUJFCT 1 $afegnerdiag Official Information. 4a the 

ItfcrtaU of the Defense of the United 
States Fneesrtira Or^sr t§59l, as 
amended; 


I* Fwrseant to fear repeat. ve have * aliened the Atomic 
'■ *•*«* Commiastee A1C) paper caption**' "’Action# t* Patently 
indicate of Frereating fixcnaeire CtesaUleKtinn** and 

*ak»lt tho comment*. 

2. Ft»» a kt»t point of *!*w wt believe that the rert* km# 
proposed by oar CMXftce of Cent r«l Cmumei as art forth in mar 

dated Z§ Aagoat lf?l ta reply to yo»r 5 Angnet 1$ ?1 
pnper* weeld meet many of the AFC's basic objective #. farther - 
mere, by the grad* lion of offenses there Is aliminatad one ©f fhr.tr 
concern* that sanction# for of confidential info mission 

presently come wester the Espionage ^ ^ * I ft the ptOjpoaee- 
rerisien tfcl* is ae Uu^sr the case, 'here are specific aectiots 
dealing with mishandling of infers scion which are separate frtn 
the section* dealing with espionage. 

t* fa addition to the legal aspects o f one ef ibe A EC pin* 
posnis. it is ear rime that the elimination of CON FIE &MT1AI, as 
* defense and foreign re let Ion# cl### i flea sk»n ws»nid degrade tbs* 
•"FCPFT category Is that as original classifier wonld fee Une <#4. 
in many cases, with either not classifying a dee v meet or pine Inf 
It la the SfOEt category , in most cases, am feel he weald 
classify it SFCRFT tines deeatnatiag the concept of SI "Cftl'T which 
*he»U3 ho maintained. Moreover, there would starey# be a ri* 
that, some data which shoold be protected might not be with a 
delete rleo* effect os ear national defense ci^/er foreign relation# 
Interest#, 
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4„ AEC 4 * ©ll Mr prop© Mi t© rococi the COMFlDEimAl 

l*«ol of « UeeifUatloe from "Use *3&&Bih©rl£ed di#c!©*»r* of 
wblolt co«W Ini prejudicial t© the utioul security l««r««U of 
^ aattea" I© "&« eaaethoxised dieclaeure of which woo 
aoto Ally be expected to cmst eeHeue ham to the natioaal 
defeme of the U. 8. or It* conduct of forelga rel*tl©u«. *' »mh« 
to e* to draw too flee a Uai between CGIHftDCNTZAl aarf SSCHET. 
Stiace w §raee*'' aod ^ooricwa* 11 or© iy«uiyetau« the ©afy difference 
botwooo SKCXXT autfi COWFtDFNTIAL in the A EC popt*i i« 

*• fat lews; fa SKCIUET category the u»autfe©rl«ed <H«* close r«- 
Nrgaidcaeee gray law to the motion ' while ta tl m **' ' O v F ID FI ? V fA 

ca tegor y t ta e eth eriaed dUcioeure ff woald normally l»t expected to 

caeca e erie©# harmto tlw aetioa. ** "The deg ree~ wSI "fo© 

identical ia both* Wo be Here Hat moat classifiers weald haw© 

making a judgment between SfCSFT a ad CONTFIDEH*? ! AI, 
eader this prepea&l. hfiereerer it ha* bora suggested that panel* 
tie-# tod taactioot lor the unauthorised dLacloaure of COWJTf©E?fTtAI 
*•** ^ mlnttraty light at compared te those for TOP .WCtfl ©to! 
< ?R'©ii$rT, t? Oder the A JSC proposal, although the degree of damage 
to the national interest would be about the earn* if CONFEDSMTIAL 
or StltCftlLT iafo wet lee were imp rope rly disclosed. the sanctions 
****** would re ry widely depending epee the claeaifltatioa of the 
document aad net upon the degree of damage t© the cation. 
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Mr* Howard C, Bmwn t Jr. - A*"C 
Mr* Jeaeph T. LieMtag * nefeaae 
Mr* William D, Stair. Jr, - 'Stale 
Mr, Thoiitae W, letlmer - me 
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SUBJECT* Safe guarding Official Information in the Interests of 
the Defense of the United States Executive Order 
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